Correia Association Minutes October 15,2009

In attendance:  Andrea Justus, Laura Verhees, Hope Roel, Marvin Estrin, Leslie Chinman, Vicki Moats, Gail Zerbe, Katie Anderson, Dianne VanArsdale, Judi McQueen, Christy Scadden, Roxanne Prine, Anne Herrin, Debbie Smith, Peggy H., Judy Bergman, Michelle Shoemaker, Annette R., Stanley Monro, Dianne Clack, Patty Ladd, Cynthia Davey, Barbara Shirts, Kim Hecht, Kristine O’Holleran, Meta Stevenson, Christina Gilmore

Meeting called to order at 9am.

Andrea said we would like more people on the “voting board”.  You would need to commit to come to all of the association meetings.  Judi McQueen and Barbara Shirts volunteered.  The new vice-principles volunteered as well and they will alternate meetings and share one vote.

We approved the minutes from the September meeting.  

Cynthia talked about the budget – says we have $35,000 to spend.  It is a carryover from previous years.  We would like to fund departments instead of individual teachers.  The teachers know that we have money to spend, and so we are encouraging them to ask for things that will help their department.  We want to spend the money this year for field trips and special assemblies.  Because of the way the classes are arranged this year the teachers are having a harder time going on field trips so assemblies might be a better way to have all the kids enjoy something.  We are looking into an Iditarod assembly from Alaska where they bring the dogs.  

Gear Up is offering many things to 8th grade students and their families.  They are helping kids to get ready for college.  They are looking into bringing in college students as tutors for all math classes.  They are currently offering a 9 week course that helps students and parents get ready for college.  It is only open to Correia parents.  Parents who attended thought it was very helpful.

Andrea would like to bring intramural sports to Correia to prepare the 8th graders for Point Loma High.  Anyone who wants to be a part of that committee let her know.

Principles Report:

- There is going to be an earthquake drill today at 10:25.

- She is hoping that people are reading her weekly principles message, and finding it helpful and informative.
- The staff is still making schedule changes, which she knows is hard on some kids. Students are still enrolling in school – so that is one reason they have to keep changing classes around.  Correia grew so much last month we needed to hire a new teacher.  She knows this causes some disruption.

- There is going to be an algebra 1 class for 7th graders.  The schools need to do a better job figuring out where the kids need to be placed after leaving Dana.  Need inputs from teachers, parents, students, etc.  They are trying to keep it as easy as possible and apologizes for any inconvenience.

- Before and after school tutoring is working with the Gear Up program and will probably be able to get money to give teachers so they can tutor students.  There have been a few kids who have made a phenomenal jump with their teacher’s help and tutoring.  Please email or call your teachers if you feel your child will benefit from some tutoring.

- The district found more money and so they can have late buses for kids who need to stay after for extra help.  She doesn’t know when this will start. 

- Please do not drop off your children out in front of the school!  The police are giving out tickets ranging from $60-$200.  The buses need to stop there and there is too much traffic – it is not safe.

Book Club is a great experience.  If you can make it – please do.  The book this month is Treasure Island.  We are trying to do an e-blast for the library.

There is going to be another GATE meeting, which will be held before the next association meeting on November 18th.  There will be a keynote speaker.

We are hoping to get Play It Safe to come and help kids with safety around campus.

Nobody likes the vehicles that continue to park on the street below the school.  We are going to try and get a petition to have those vehicles removed.  Marvin volunteered to head up this problem.  We also talked about seeing if we can get the city to paint the curb a white zone so they can’t park there, but it will still be a place to pick up the kids.

There are absolutely no Halloween costumes to be worn to school.  You may wear your costume to the Boo Ball.

CIMA is hosting the Boo Ball on October 30th from 5-7pm.  The holiday bazaar this year will be combined with the music concert night and an art show.  Date to be determined.
Annual Giving Fund has raised $4400 so far this year.
We still need volunteers to help with the Dinner Auction.

We need 4-5 people to help out with Career Fair/College Day.  It will be held in April.  We would like the head counselor from Point Loma High to come speak at an association meeting, also the athletic director.

Anyone interested in forming a Talent Show committee?

Meeting adjourned at 10:15am.

