7th Grade World History and Geography 2009-2010 Course Outline

Correia Middle School

Curriculum Overview
The 7th grade World History and Geography class is aligned to the California History/Social Science State Standards. Students will be asked to develop and apply higher level thinking skills to the study of history, which includes the examination of social, cultural, and technological change. 

A wide range of learning activities such as role-playing and simulations, Socratic seminars, on-line discussion, cooperative and individual investigations, social book marking, web site analysis, Internet publishing (may include: website development, blogging, and Podcasting), primary source analysis, literature, music, and art will address the diversity of student learning styles.  Formal student assessment will vary to include standardized testing, essay composition, research reports, narrative writing.

This course will conform to the literacy practices adopted by the San Diego Unified School District.  Instruction will include many different reading strategies including read aloud, independent, shared, and guided reading. Students will utilize all technology tools available on campus throughout exploration of content area learning. 

Course Goals:

Students will be able to…
            -Relate historical events, people, geographic locations, and eras.

            -Use writing and digital video and audio as tools to assess, clarify, and evaluate.

            -Express ideas using the vocabulary of the social sciences.

            -Manifest higher order thinking skills to make evaluative judgments.

            -Use technology for practical application in academics

            -Interact in small groups and online to solve problems and participate in the    

  events of history.

            -Recognize the cultural contributions of many ethnic groups.

            -Use critical thinking skills to analyze historical issues.

            -Interpret maps, charts, and other graphic representations of the social sciences.

Assignments:

Students can find assignments on the class website, correiamiddle.com and in the classroom.  Many assignments are posted on the Internet. Internet access is available at Correia, if not at home.  Students are expected to write in their planners every period of every day. 

Absences:

It is the responsibility of the student to pursue work missed due to absence.  Many cooperative group assignments are conducted in class and cannot be made up; as a result, excessive student absences will greatly affect a student’s learning as well as their grade.  Tests and quizzes may only be made up when the absence has been excused.

Tardies: 

Class begins when the teacher begins.  The teacher will begin when class is scheduled to start.  Students are expected to be in their seats, have their materials for the day out, and unneeded materials put away for the start of class.  Students who are not in their seat and prepared to start class will be marked tardy.  Three unexcused tardies in any six-week grading period will result in lunch detention and the reduction of citizenship by one letter grade.  

Grading Policy:
Exams/Quizzes:  30%

Extended Projects/Assignments: 30%

Short-term assignments: 10%

Classroom work 30%

The Correia History Department will hold students accountable to the highest standards.  Students will earn their academic grades according to the following criteria:

A= 90-100%--Student performs above and beyond the assignment criteria.  Student achievement exceeds California State Content Standards for history.

B=80-89%--Student performs above average of assignment criteria.  Student achievement demonstrates skill within the California State Content Standards for history.

C=70-79%--Student meets assignment criteria.  Student achievement approaches competence in the California State Content Standards for history.

D=60-69%--Student does not meet assignment criteria.  Student achievement does not demonstrate basic learning of California State Content Standards for history.

F=Below 59%--Student does not meet assignment criteria and demonstrates an understanding of course content which is significantly below California State Content Standards for history.

Parent Involvement:

I feel that the education of your child requires a team effort. I strongly encourage the use of Parent Connect for regular grade and attendance updates. Parent volunteers are frequently needed and always appreciated.  Please feel free to contact me at Correia whenever you have questions or wish to participate:

Citizenship:

Citizenship is based on personal qualities, not academic performance.  To achieve excellence in citizenship I expect you to follow all rules of behavior and to become a contributing member of our learning community.  Thus, I want you to exemplify our REACH values of respect, enthusiasm, achievement, citizenship and hard work.
Academic Honesty:

I expect you to be honest.  Any type of cheating will be disclosed to your parents, teachers, counselors, and administrators.  See your planner and student handbook for further details about academic honesty.

I look forward to a productive year in hopes of preparing every student for a successful future. 

Steve Eng

7th grade history

Correia Middle School 

seng@sandi.net

